
www.tdslaw.com | ©2024 TDS Law. All rights reserved.

A Comment on Manitoba Métis Federation Inc v Canada
Authors: Sacha R. Paul

published 06/08/2015

I. INTRODUCTION

Only one year after Confederation, Canada
purchased the land known as Rupert’s Land.
Rupert’s Land was a vast tract of land that
included what is now Manitoba. Prime Minister
John A MacDonald was intent on expanding
the recently formed country westward. As the
money changed hands from Canada to the
Hudson’s Bay Company, a new reality was
about to dawn on the inhabitants of Rupert’s
Land. Canada was seeking control over land
where the Métis lived.

News that the land under Métis feet had been sold to Canada understandably caused alarm.
It also caused conflict. Louis Riel led the resistance to Canada’s attempt at surveying the
area around what is now Winnipeg, eventually leading to negotiations. Representatives of the
Metis met with representatives of Canada in Ottawa. These negotiations lead to a deal in the
form of the Manitoba Act. This Act allowed Manitoba to enter Confederation, and also
provided that 1.4 million acres of land would be allocated to Métis children.
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expressed are solely the authors’ and should not be attributed to any other party, including
Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP (TDS), its affiliate companies or its clients. The authors make no
guarantees regarding the accuracy or adequacy of the information contained herein or linked to via
this article. The authors are not able to provide free legal advice. If you are seeking advice on
specific matters, please contact Keith LaBossiere, CEO & Managing Partner at kdl@tdslaw.com, or
204.934.2587. Please be aware that any unsolicited information sent to the author(s) cannot be
considered to be solicitor-client privileged.

While care is taken to ensure the accuracy for the purposes stated, before relying upon these
articles, you should seek and be guided by legal advice based on your specific circumstances. We
would be pleased to provide you with our assistance on any of the issues raised in these articles.
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