Legal Reform as a Catalyst for Social Enterprise: an
International Social Enterprise Law & Policy Report

Morrison & Foerster LLP, Lex Mundi member ﬁrm for
California, USA, with support from Lex Mundi Pro
Bono Foundation have produced a new social
enterprise law and policy guide entitled “Legal
reform as a catalyst for social enterprise: an
international social enterprise law & policy report”.
The report identiﬁes legal structures and policies that nations can adopt to catalyze the
advancement of social enterprises around the world. The recommendations and observations
included in this report have been derived from our review of laws and policies that help social
enterprises ﬂourish in 83 jurisdictions around the world, covering every inhabited continent
and every major legal structure.
From the report:
“Achieving rapid, large-scale improvements in social, environmental, and economic
outcomes for people and business in all countries around the world is an imperative that
requires an “all hands on deck” approach. It is not enough to leave it to governmental
and non-governmental organizations to do the hard work of addressing climate change,
environmental degradation, and inequalities in health outcomes, education, and social
welfare. On the other hand, while many businesses have also taken steps to address
these problems, we cannot rely on the goodwill of business interests at large to reform
economic systems to promote sustainable growth.
Social enterprises therefore have a vital role to play in bridging this gap. Social enterprises
integrate social, environmental, and other impact objectives with traditional business
practices and techniques to seek proﬁtable, and therefore self-sustaining, operations while
serving the common good. Although social enterprises can be found in all corners of the
world, most jurisdictions suﬀer from a dearth of laws and policies that support them, and in
some cases, requirements that may be an actual hindrance to their proliferation.”
Download the report from the Lex Mundi Pro Bono Foundation website.
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expressed are solely the authors’ and should not be attributed to any other party, including
Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP (TDS), its aﬃliate companies or its clients. The authors make no
guarantees regarding the accuracy or adequacy of the information contained herein or linked to via
this article. The authors are not able to provide free legal advice. If you are seeking advice on
speciﬁc matters, please contact Keith LaBossiere, CEO & Managing Partner at kdl@tdslaw.com, or
204.934.2587. Please be aware that any unsolicited information sent to the author(s) cannot be
considered to be solicitor-client privileged.
While care is taken to ensure the accuracy for the purposes stated, before relying upon these
articles, you should seek and be guided by legal advice based on your speciﬁc circumstances. We
would be pleased to provide you with our assistance on any of the issues raised in these articles.
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